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On December 18, 2014, WW II veterans Earl J. Gonzales and Preston Johnson
were awarded the Medal of Chevalier in the French National Order of the Legion
of Honor at the 45th Infantry Division Museum in Oklahoma City.
The award was created by Napoleon Bonaparte in 1802, and is France’s highest
decoration.
Johnson, of Midwest City, was an infantryman who stepped on a land mine,
losing the lower half of his right leg; his family said in a biography he’s never let
his injuries stop his ability to enjoy life. “I’m proud I served. I feel this is a great
honor. I wasn’t expecting this,” Johnson said after the ceremony.
Gonzales, 92, of Oklahoma City, was a member of New Orleans’ Washington
Artillery Regiment that fought not only in France but in Sicily and Italy including
the battle of Salerno and of Monte Cassino. His two brothers fought in the same
artillery unit. Gonzales said, “I didn’t do anything anymore than anybody else.
The French are loveable, nice people. Whatever I did to help them, I’m glad and
I’d do it again.”
Grant Moak, honorary French consul, presented the Legion of Honor to the two
veterans. He told them they did not fight a war of conquest and spoils, but a war
of liberation. “Today, in this ceremony, a grateful France honors two of those
veterans for their service in the cause of freedom and the liberation of France,”
Moak said.
https://oklahoman.com/article/5377027/france-awards-two-oklahomanswith-the-french-legion-of-honor

Pay your invoices using ACH
We will soon be offering customers the option to pay monthly service payments
using an ACH transaction. If you would like to take advantage of this option, we ask
that you please email Emily@fssusa.com, or call 405-794-4900, and let us know.
We are currently in the initial phase of setting up this service, so it may be a while
before it is up and running. In the meantime, we would like to know who is
interested so that we can begin organizing our process around demand. As always,
thank you for allowing us to partner with you in the Loan Industry.

Customer Advice Column
The following advice concerning Christmas came to us from one of our valued customers:

This Christmas:
Mend a quarrel. Seek out a forgotten friend. Write a letter. Dismiss suspicion and
replace it with trust. Keep a promise. GIVE A SOFT ANSWER. Encourage youth. Try to
understand. Manifest your loyalty in word and deed. Forgo a grudge. FORGIVE AN ENEMY.
Apologize. BE KIND. Be gentle. Express your gratitude. Examine your
demands on others. WELCOME A STRANGER. Think first of someone else.
Gladden the heart of a child. Laugh a little more. Take pleasure in the beauty and
wonder of the earth. Speak your love and then speak it again.

Our offices will be closed:
Friday, December 25 in observance of Christmas Day.
Friday, January 1 in observance of New Year’s Day.

